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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 

their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 

to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 

limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it with an alternative response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GCSE Spanish Higher tier 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(a)  His family  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(b) walks / on foot  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(c) Hot 

 

sunny (1) 

 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(a)  she has passed her exams 

 

 

She has taken/ finished 

her exams 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) Either 

- studying (every night) 

OR 

- driving (to university) 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) Either: 

- noisy pupils 

OR 

- unpleasant teachers 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(d)  the Headmistress told her to (1) 
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Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(a)  seven years ago (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(b) Either of these: 

They are always busy.  

OR 

He has opened a petrol station. 

 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(c) have qualifications  

OR 

 teamwork 

 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(d) two-year guarantee  

Or 

uses best quality products 

 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(e) Teach (in a business school) 

 

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

4(i) D  (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

4(ii) A (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

4(iii) B (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

4(iv) A (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

4(v) C (1) 

 

  



 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

5(a) Marcelo (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

5(b) Emilio (1) 

Question number  Mark 

5(c) Joaquín (1) 

Question number Answer Mark 

5(d) Ramiro (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

5(e) The mixed age group 

 

 

 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

5(f) Takes/ brings/ has his own cup 

when he buys coffee. 

 

 Recycled/reusable cup 

 

(1) 

 

Question number Answer Mark 

6(i) C, E and F (3) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(ii)  They have their mobile phones to hand. (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(iii) Those who want good/quality clothes at a discount. 

 

(1) 

 

Question number Answers Mark 

7(i) C (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

7(ii)  B (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 
7(iii)  A (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

7(iv) D (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

7(v) D (1) 
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Question number Answers Mark 

8(a) Matilde (1) 

 Question Answers Mark 

8(b)  Gloria (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

8(c)  Jesús (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

8(d)  Nacho (1) 

Question number Answers Mark 

8(e)  Gloria (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a) Either: 

Tocar un instrumento 

OR 

(Jugar al) ajedrez 

 

 

música 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(b) Hablar sobre sus 

clubes/actividades 

(extracurriculares)  

 (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(c) Aprendes a hablar en público.  

 

 

(1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(d) Les gustan/ son populares, 

buenos 
 

 

 

(1) 

 

  



 

SECTION C 
 

Question 

Number 

 

Indicative content Mark 

10 In the market square there is a classical music festival. I go 

every year because I love this beautiful show. This year I 

hope to sing with some students from my class in the first 

concert that starts at eight o’clock. Last year many famous 

orchestras came from various countries.  

 

 
 
 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable communication. 

1–3 The meaning of the passage is partially communicated. 

Some errors in the translation prevent meaning being conveyed, 

e.g. 

        4–6 The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated.  

Occasional errors affect the flow or clarity of the translation, 

e.g. incorrect words, omitted words, inexact syntax. 

7 The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. 

Any errors do not detract from the overall effectiveness of 

the translation. 
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